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Are you a wanna-be or a would-be? A wanna-be is but a
copy of an original, and not necessarily even a good copy.
A would-be is an original in process. A wanna-be piggybacks on the convictions of others, whereas a would-be is
motivated and shaped by personal conviction. Because a
wanna-be isn’t willing to pay the personal price involved
with the process of becoming, he or she seeks shortcuts at
every turn. Since the would-be doesn’t completely know
what the finished original will look like, the shortcuts
aren’t really an option. As believers, we are definitely
would-be’s with a God-ordained plan for our lives!
However, we often get tempted into or deceived into a
wanna-be mentality.

One of the reasons we have so many wanna-be’s, I
believe, is because everybody is living their lives in
public—thanks to social media. There is constant
opportunity to compare ourselves and our lives with what
continually comes to our attention about others’ lives and
circumstances through our facebook feed. But this
presents a skewed version of reality, because lives (ours
and others’) are presented in one-paragraph, photoaccompanying sound bites. Since few people present
regular sound bites of their vulnerabilities, their learning
curve moments, or their less than stellar moments, the
picture that is presented is unbalanced, to say the least. At
worst, the presentation is plastic and contrived— the
picture of a perfect life lived perfectly. The result is that
virtually everyone’s lives look better than the one we are

currently living—with the operative word being virtually.
Other people’s kids appear cuter, smarter or more
successful (depending on their ages), their vacations
appear to be more exciting, their homes and yards more
lovely, and their relationships more fulfilling. Enter
resentment, frustration and jealousy—the perfect breeding
ground for a wanna-be mentality. Because it appears that
everyone else has arrived at the destination—the good
life—we begin to wonder where we went wrong.
Truthfully, the destination being presented here is LaLa
Land because it is not authentically real. And it is the
current version of the shiny apple in the Garden of Eden.
With all of its shine…it represents everything that is being
withheld from you. And, like Eve, instead of seeing it as
the potential problem that it is, people see it as the answer.
“Well, I’ll just view my life through this distorted, oneparagraph, photo-accompanied sound bite assessment to
see how I’m doing.” When we do that, we set ourselves up
for constant comparison fueled by further resentment,
frustration and jealousy and the sense that something
better is being withheld from us. This scenario is being
played out daily in lives everywhere, with Compare Your
Life being the name of the game.
There is a huge difference between comparing sound bites
and looking for fruit. Never confuse comparisons with an
honest search for fruit. Comparing is at the root of
judgment (either you judging others or being judged by
others) and resentment or pride, while the search for fruit
is at the root of pursuing trustworthy guides in a world of
distortions. When you understand this, you can find
inspiration and guidance in the authentic life lived by
your next door neighbor. And your life, with all of its
warts, speed bumps, vulnerabilities and very real
learning curves can be a fruit producing help to those
around you! And you will be back on track with being a
would-be original in process, rather than a wanna-be
aspirer to a virtual distortion of reality.
Sometimes it’s hard to tell the difference, initially,
between a wanna-be Christian and a would-be Christian.
Outwardly, they seem similar. But, it’s a bit like the
difference between the real thing and the man-made
imitation; perhaps like tasting something sweet only to
frown at the chemical aftertaste. Saul seemed like a godly
man and a godly king…at first. But as time went on, more
and more of the chemical aftertaste of his man-made
religiousity started coming through… leaving a bad
aftertaste.
I’m guessing that you have probably experienced some of
that bad aftertaste in a few of the Christians you have
encountered on your journey. Perhaps it was in a person
whom you hired to do a service—a plumber, a contractor
or a repairman—and they talked a good talk but their end
product was far below standard. Or perhaps it was in a
trusted leader in your church or city, and ultimately they
turned out to be “all talk and no goods.” Worst of all,
perhaps it was in a relationship that you thought was

Christ-ordained and all that remains is a pungent
aftertaste. When that happens we are tempted to “throw
out the baby with the bath water.” Rather than realize that
it was the bath water (man-made, surface level
Christianity) that was the problem, we think that all
Christians are suspect. That is why the Sauls of our world
are so dangerous. Because of the aftertaste they leave, we
want to just stop tasting or partaking—stop trusting.
However, the truth is that God’s best is found in the
Davids, of which there are still many! Because
Christianity is demonstrated through our free will, we all
have the choice as to whether or not we will live out our
lives as Davids or Sauls. And because of that, we will all
encounter more than our share of Sauls. Sadly, sometimes
we will even be the Sauls who disappoint others along the
way. Ouch again.
When left unchecked, the wanna-be mentality can go to a
very dangerous level. After all the comparing, the
resultant jealousy and resentment, the wanna-be just
wants what he or she wants as quickly as possible, and
will do whatever it takes to get it. As long as their evil or
selfish intents are wrapped in a veneer of goodness or
generosity, they can deceive themselves and others into
seeing only the outer wrapping of good. Look with me at
this example, Then Saul said, “Thus you shall say to
David: ‘The king does not desire any dowry but one
hundred foreskins of the Philistines, to take vengeance on
the king’s enemies.’” But Saul thought to make David fall
by the hand of the Philistines. 1Sam. 18:24b-25. Saul
offered David a chance to marry his daughter. This would
make him part of the royal family and bring him into the
upper echelon of society, changing David’s whole
world—a Cinderella effect, if you will. Except that was
only the good and generous outer veneer. Because of his
jealousy, Saul really wanted David taken out of the
picture. He wanted him dead. So, the intent was to get
David killed in order so that Saul could be rid of him.
David would be expected to pay the expensive dowry
with dead Philistines. Saul’s hope was that David would
be killed in the process. Saul would come out smelling
like a rose—having offered David such a generous
opportunity without being seen as the conniving,
murderous schemer that he was.
When evil is cloaked in good, it is just another form of
evil. When people accept or receive something like this,
they end up getting bitten by the evil, but feeling bitten by
the good. This results in deep confusion and betrayal.
People, good doesn’t bite. Evil bites. If you have been
bitten, it was by evil wrapped up in good. Know this, God
NEVER wraps evil in good. If you have encountered evil
wrapped up in good, it is because the enemy took
advantage of a wanna-be’s fleshly or evil intents to bite
you. However, don’t stop trusting good! Simply be more
diligent in looking for the fruit. If you find fruit, choose to
trust again. If you find only good words, good intentions
or promises, beware. Jesus said, “You will know a tree by
its fruit.” You can know. Just look for the fruit. †
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